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MARINE ELECTRONIC SERVICES 

LAUNCHES ‘3G AFLOAT’

High-speed Internet access onboard

With the Internet becoming increasingly important as a source of information and communication whilst afloat, Bristol-based Marine Electronic Services Ltd. has come up with an innovative new solution called 3G Afloat.  Based around a compact wireless router and Vodafone 3G Connect Card, the system comes ready to work out of the box and is suitable for any PC with either a regular wired Ethernet connection or wireless/wi-fi type interface.  Simply plug into power and the unit will auto-search for the Vodafone GSM network.  Much of the country is now covered with high-speed 3G access offering speed similar to that of a household broadband connection.  Where 3G isn’t available, the system drops back to the slower GPRS standard.  The system is ideal for Internet browsing and e-mail.


The device comes equipped with an SPI Firewall to protect your PC against intruders and Internet attacks.  When abroad, the system will happily roam onto other GSM networks, many of which have high-speed 3G connectivity.  There are, however, roaming charges that will bump up the monthly bill.


Local PCs see the device as a wi-fi hotspot, so logging on is as simple as connecting to the wireless networks that are available in many marinas.  Older PCs without a wi-fi interface can connect through a standard network-type connection, and up to four devices can simultaneously share the connection.


For unlimited data usage within the UK, Vodafone charges £45 plus VAT per month.  There are also cheaper packages available for lower usage users.  The 3G Afloat solution costs just £199 including VAT and is available immediately from Marine Electronic Services Ltd.   
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