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January 2011 – for immediate release 

MES INTRODUCE NEW VESPER MARINE AIS WATCHMATE 850 

At London Boatshow 2011 Stand B20 North Hall 

Marine Electronic Services Ltd will introduce the new Vesper Marine AIS WatchMate 850 at this year's 2011 London 

Boat Show.  The new WatchMate 850 is a full function, Class B AIS transponder, which also incorporates a display 

providing a clear overview of surrounding AIS targets. 

The screen provides a radar like display of all vessels 

within the selected range.  It can be orientated north up 

or head up, so it’s also very easy and natural to 

interpret.  Dangerous targets can be prioritised and the 

graphical plot shows crossing situations with the 

relative position of the target versus your vessel at the 

closest point of approach.  It allows you to easily see 

whether a target will pass behind or ahead of you and 

the system will also calculate the closest point of 

approach (CPA) and time until closest point of approach (TCPA).  Alarms can be set for these parameters. 

The transponder functionality also sends your vessel's data to other AIS equipped vessels.  A highly sensitive 50 

channel GPS is built into the display which means there is no need for an external GPS antenna unless the unit is 

mounted below deck on a steel boat.  There is, however, the provision for an optional external antenna.  All that’s 

required is a connection to a suitable VHF antenna or suitable VHF-AIS antenna splitter.    

The waterproof construction makes the WatchMate WMR850 ideal for cockpit mounting and it also features 

an NMEA output, so it can be interconnected with other onboard electronics that can display AIS data such as colour 

chart plotters.  It is the perfect AIS display for the helmsman with an ultra clear display of target data.  It operates on 

either 12v/24v and consumes just 3 watts. 

The product is available now and costs £799.99 including VAT.  It will be on show at the London Boat Show at stand 

B20 in the North Hall and is available from www.mesltd.co.uk or by calling +44 (0) 117 911 4111.  
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Notes for Editors: 

With over 22 years of unrivalled experience, Marine Electronic Services Ltd, has fast become Europe’s leading 

specialist marine electronics reseller offering a wide variety of products including radars, autopilots, communication 

systems, PC and software products and instrumentation. Our philosophy of expert advice, a passion for customer 

service and competitive prices offers a winning combination. With well stocked showrooms featuring the biggest 

selection of the world’s leading brands such as Digital Yacht, Garmin, Raymarine, Standard Horizon, C-Map, 

Navionics, Icom, Furuno and more along with our expansive knowledge means we can offer truly unbiased advice 

and great solutions. We can also offer an installation service right across the UK and Europe. With offices in Bristol, 

Poole, USA, New Zealand and Shanghai you can pop in and see us, call us or visit us on line and take advantage of our 

mail order and export facilities anywhere in the world. 
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