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MARINE ELECTRONIC SERVICES LAUNCHES THE NEW WETTERBOX WIB-EUROPE, RECEIVING NAVTEX, HF WEATHER FAX AND RTTY
Available from Marine Electronic Services, Stand G093,

At The 2007 Southampton Boat Show

Marine Electronic Services Ltd is introducing the new Wetterbox WIB-Europe weather receiver at this year’s Southampton Boat Show.  The compact device receives signals (transmitted free of charge) from the NAVTEX, RTTY and HF-FAX weather stations and connects to a PC or laptop to display the data in a normal internet browser program.  It also features a slot for MMC/SD memory cards (like the ones used in popular digital cameras) so that data can be viewed on any device suitable for these formats, such as TVs and PDAs.

This new unit follows the NAVTEX-only WIB2 box, introduced earlier this year, but the WIB-Europe addition also allows reception of HF fax weather data and RTTY synoptic weather information with a 2 - 5 day forecast around popular European and Mediterranean destinations.  It requires onboard installation, connection to a DC power source (power consumption is about 1w) and a suitable short wave antenna.  A compact 60cm active rod antenna is available as an option.  
HF weather fax maps give a detailed synoptic chart which needs interpretation by the user but allows sophisticated forecasting.  NAVTEX provides plain English weather and navigation reports with both the 490 and 518KHz frequencies monitored.  RTTY provides a detailed 2 - 5 day forecast with wind, pressure, temperature and swell information.  There’s also a built-in barometric pressure sensor so your PC can display a highly accurate 7 day history of pressure trends.  There’s no need for an internet connection and the unit will happily receive data without a permanent PC connection.  This weather and navigation data is also available free of charge and without subscription.  NAVTEX has a range of up to about 400NM offshore whilst HF fax provides global weather charts even whilst on ocean passage.

The WIB-Europe costs £449.00 including VAT and the active antenna is a further £100 if a suitable insulated stay or antenna is not available.
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